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appropriate form obtained from the Re-
gional Director. The application must
be signed by the applicant, and be sub-
mitted to the Regional Director at
least 30 days before the date upon
which the applicant desires the permit
to be effective. The application must
contain the following information:
Company name; principal place of busi-
ness; owner or owners’ names; appli-
cant’s name (if different from owner or
owners) and mailing address and tele-
phone number; and any other informa-
tion required by the Regional Director.

(c) Issuance. (1) Except as provided in
subpart D of 15 CFR part 904, the Re-
gional Director will issue a permit
within 30 days of receipt of a completed
application.

(2) The Regional Director will notify
the applicant of any deficiency in the
application. If the applicant fails to
correct the deficiency within 15 days
following the date of notification, the
application will be considered aban-
doned.

(d) Duration. Any permit issued under
this section remains valid until Decem-
ber 31 of the year for which it is issued,
unless suspended or revoked.

(e) Alteration. Any permit which is
substantially altered, erased, or muti-
lated is invalid.

(f) Replacement. The Regional Direc-
tor may issue replacement permits. An
application for a replacement permit is
not considered a new application.

(g) Transfer. A permit issued under
this section is not transferable or as-
signable; it is valid only for the dealer
to whom it is issued.

(h) Inspection. The dealer must keep
the permit issued under this section at
his/her principal place of business. The
permit must be displayed for inspec-
tion upon request of any authorized of-
ficer, or any employee of NMFS des-
ignated by the Regional Director for
such purpose.

(i) Sanctions. The Administrator may
suspend, revoke, modify, or deny a per-
mit issued or sought under this sec-
tion. Procedures governing permit
sanctions and denials are found at sub-
part D of 15 CFR part 904.

(j) Fees. The Regional Director may
charge a fee to recover the administra-
tive expenses of permit issuance. The
amount of the fee is calculated, at

least annually, in accordance with the
procedures of the NOAA Finance Hand-
book for determining administrative
costs of each special product or service.
The fee may not exceed such costs and
is specified on each application form.
The appropriate fee must accompany
each application. Failure to pay the fee
will preclude issuance of the permit.
Payment by a commercial instrument
later determined to be insufficiently
funded shall invalidate any permit.

(k) Change in application information.
Within 15 days after any change in the
information contained in an applica-
tion submitted under this section, the
dealer issued a permit will report the
change in writing to the Regional Di-
rector.

(l) Exemptions. Dealers issued valid
permits for the Atlantic bluefin tuna
fishery under § 285.28 of this part, deal-
ers issued valid permits for the Atlan-
tic shark fishery (50 CFR part 678) or
the Atlantic swordfish fishery (50 CFR
part 630), and dealers located in Puerto
Rico and the Virgin Islands who pur-
chase, sell, or re-sell only Atlantic yel-
lowfin, bigeye, albacore, and skipjack
tunas and Atlantic bonito taken shore-
ward of the outer boundary of the EEZ
around Puerto Rico and the Virgin Is-
lands by handgear are exempt from the
permit requirements of this section.

§ 285.56 Dealer recordkeeping and re-
porting.

(a) A dealer who has been issued a
dealer permit pursuant to § 285.55 must
submit reports to the Fisheries Science
Center Director as specified in para-
graph (b) of this section. A report form
is available from the Science and Re-
search Director. The following infor-
mation must be included in each re-
port:

(1) Name, address, and permit num-
ber of the dealer.

(2) Names and official numbers of
fishing vessels from which Atlantic
yellowfin, bigeye, albacore, and skip-
jack tunas and Atlantic bonito were re-
ceived.

(3) Dates of receipt of Atlantic yel-
lowfin, bigeye, albacore, and skipjack
tunas and Atlantic bonito.

(4) Listed by each port and county
where Atlantic yellowfin, bigeye, alba-
core, and skipjack tunas and Atlantic
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bonito were offloaded from fishing ves-
sels:

(i) Total weight (pounds) for Atlantic
yellowfin, bigeye, albacore, and skip-
jack tunas and Atlantic bonito by mar-
ket category, if applicable, and for
other species received with the tuna,
including, but not limited to, shark,
swordfish, dolphin, and wahoo; and

(ii) Price per pound or total value
paid by market category for tuna and
other species, to the extent that such
price information is known at the time
of reporting.

(b) A report of tuna and other appli-
cable species received by a dealer on
the first through the 15th days of each
month must be submitted to the
Science and Research Director post-
marked not later than the 20th day of
that month. A report of tuna and other
applicable species received by the deal-
er on the 16th through the last day of
each month must be submitted to the
Science and Research Director post-
marked not later than the 5th day of
the following month. If no tuna was re-
ceived during the reporting period, a
report so stating must be submitted
postmarked as specified for that re-
spective reporting period.

(c) The reporting requirement of
paragraph (a) of this section may be
satisfied by providing a copy of each
appropriate weigh-out sheet and/or
sales record, provided such weigh-out
sheet and/or sales record, by itself or
combined with the form available from
the Science and Research Director, in-
cludes all of the required information.

(d) In lieu of providing a required re-
port to the Science and Research Di-
rector by mail, as specified in para-
graph (a) of this section, a dealer may
provide a report to a state or Federal
fishery port agent designated by the
Science and Research Director. Reports
so provided must be delivered to such
port agent not later than the pre-
scribed postmark date for submitting
each such report.

(e) Additional data and inspection. Ad-
ditional data may be collected by au-
thorized statistical reporting agents,
as designees of the Science and Re-
search Director, and by authorized offi-
cers. Dealers are required to make tuna
available for inspection by the Science
and Research Director or an authorized

officer and must allow an authorized
officer, or any employee of NMFS des-
ignated by the Regional Director for
this purpose, to inspect and copy any
records of transfers, purchases, or re-
ceipts of Atlantic yellowfin, bigeye, al-
bacore, and skipjack tunas and Atlan-
tic bonito;

(f) Recordkeeping. Dealers must retain
at their place of business a copy of
each bi-weekly report for a period of 2
years from the date on which each was
required to be submitted to the Re-
gional Director.

(g) Exemptions. Dealers located in
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands who
purchase, sell, or re-sell only Atlantic
yellowfin, bigeye, albacore, and skip-
jack tunas and Atlantic bonito taken
shoreward of the outer boundary of the
EEZ around Puerto Rico and the Vir-
gin Islands by handgear are exempt
from the reporting and recordkeeping
requirements of this section.

§ 285.57 Purse seine vessel require-
ments.

(a) Mesh size. Any owner or operator
of a purse seine vessel conducting a di-
rected fishery for Atlantic yellowfin,
bigeye, albacore, and skipjack tunas
and Atlantic bonito must use a purse
seine net with a mesh size as specified
under § 285.25(a).

(b) Inspection. The owner or operator
of a purse seine vessel conducting a di-
rected fishery for Atlantic yellowfin,
bigeye, albacore, and skipjack tunas
and Atlantic bonito must request an
inspection of the vessel and fishing
gear by an enforcement agent of NMFS
prior to commencing fishing for the
season in any fishery that may result
in the harvest of any regulated species.
The owner or operator must request
such inspection at least 48 hours before
commencement of the first fishing trip
of the season. In addition, at least 48
hours before commencement of offload-
ing any Atlantic yellowfin, bigeye, al-
bacore, and skipjack tunas and Atlan-
tic bonito after a fishing trip, the
owner or operator must request an in-
spection of vessel and catch by calling
508–563–5721 or 508–281–9261. The inabil-
ity to provide for an inspection within
48 hours of notification shall constitute
a waiver of this requirement. The
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